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Boldine
Item No. 18447

CAS Registry No.: 476-70-0
Formal Name: 5,6,6aS,7-tetrahydro-1,10-

dimethoxy-6-methyl-4H-
dibenzo[de,g]quinoline-2,9-diol

Synonyms: (+)-(S)-Boldine, 2,9-Dihydroxy-1,10-
dimethoxyaporphine, NSC 65689

MF: C19H21NO4
FW: 327.4
Purity:	 ≥95%
UV/Vis.:	 λmax: 216, 282, 303 nm 
Supplied as: A crystalline solid 
Storage:	 ≥-20°C
Stability:	 ≥4	years
Information represents the product specifications. Batch specific analytical results are provided on each certificate of analysis.

Laboratory Procedures                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Boldine is supplied as a crystalline solid. A stock solution may be made by dissolving the boldine in the 
solvent of choice, which should be purged with an inert gas. Boldine is soluble in organic solvents such 
as ethanol, DMSO, and dimethyl formamide (DMF). The solubility of boldine in ethanol is approximately  
30 mg/ml and approximately 50 mg/ml in DMSO and DMF.

Boldine is sparingly soluble in aqueous buffers. For maximum solubility in aqueous buffers, boldine should 
first be dissolved in DMSO and then diluted with the aqueous buffer of choice. Boldine has a solubility of 
approximately 0.5 mg/ml in a 1:1 solution of DMSO:PBS (pH 7.2) using this method. We do not recommend 
storing the aqueous solution for more than one day.

Description                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Boldine is an alkaloid that has been found in P. boldus and has diverse biological activities.1-4 It completely 
inhibits tert-butyl hydroperoxide-induced lipid peroxidation and cell death in isolated rat hepatocytes when 
used at a concentration of 200 µM.1 Boldine reduces copper- and peroxidase-induced LDL oxidation in vitro 
in a concentration-dependent manner.2 In vivo, boldine (1 mg/animal per day) reduces the number and area 
of aortic atherosclerotic lesions in LDL receptor knockout (LDLR-/-) mice fed an atherogenic diet. It reduces 
carrageenan-induced paw edema in guinea pigs (ED50 = 43 mg/kg) and reduces bacterial pyrogen-induced 
hyperthermia in rabbits when administered at a dose of 60 mg/kg.3 Boldine (25 and 50 mg/kg) increases the 
latency to myoclonic and clonic seizures in a mouse model of seizures induced by pentylenetetrazole (PTZ; 
Item No. 18682).4 It also decreases electroshock-induced tonic hindlimb extension in mice.
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