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Pixantrone (maleate)
Item No. 20055

CAS Registry No.: 144675-97-8
Formal Name: 6,9-bis[(2-aminoethyl)amino]-benz[g]

isoquinoline-5,10-dione, dimaleate
Synonym: BBR 2778
MF: C17H19N5O2 • 2C4H4O4
FW: 557.5
Purity:	 ≥95%
UV/Vis.:	 λmax: 214, 324, 513 nm
Supplied as: A crystalline solid
Storage: -20°C
Stability:	 ≥4	years
Information represents the product specifications. Batch specific analytical results are provided on each certificate of analysis.

Laboratory Procedures                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Pixantrone (maleate) is supplied as a crystalline solid. A stock solution may be made by dissolving the 
pixantrone (maleate) in the solvent of choice. Pixantrone (maleate) is soluble in the organic solvent DMSO, 
which should be purged with an inert gas, at a concentration of approximately 1 mg/ml. 

Description                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Pixantrone is a DNA topoisomerase II inhibitor.1 It induces SV40 DNA cleavage in the presence of mouse 
topoisomerase II and induces DNA single-strand breaks in NCI H187 cells in a concentration-dependent 
manner. Pixantrone is cytotoxic to L1210 leukemia cells as well as doxorubicin-sensitive and -resistant LoVo 
colon adenocarcinoma cells (IC50 = 0.01, 0.24, and 7.2 µg/ml, respectively).2 It decreases disease severity 
in a rat model of myasthenia gravis induced by immunization with the T. californica acetylcholine receptor 
(AChR) when administered at a dose of 8.12 mg/kg once per week for six weeks.3 Formulations containing 
pixantrone have been used in the treatment of non-Hodgkin B cell lymphoma.
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