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trans-β-Farnesene 
Item No. 31502

CAS Registry No.: 18794-84-8
Formal Name: (6E)-7,11-dimethyl-3-methylene-

1,6,10-dodecatriene
Synonyms:	 (E)-β-Farnesene,	β-Farnesene
MF: C15H24
FW: 204.4
Purity:	 ≥98%
UV/Vis.:	 λmax: 225 nm
Supplied as: A neat oil
Storage: -20°C
Stability:	 ≥4	years
Item Origin: Synthetic
Information represents the product specifications. Batch specific analytical results are provided on each certificate of analysis.

Laboratory Procedures                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

trans-β-Farnesene	 is	 supplied	 as	 a	 neat	 oil.	 A	 stock	 solution	 may	 be	 made	 by	 dissolving	 the	 
trans-β-farnesene	 in	 the	 solvent	 of	 choice,	which	 should	 be	 purged	with	 an	 inert	 gas.	 trans-β-Farnesene	
is soluble in organic solvents such as ethanol, DMSO, and dimethyl formamide. The solubility of  
trans-β-farnesene	in	these	solvents	is	approximately 30 mg/ml.

Description                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

trans-β-Farnesene	 is	a	volatile	sesquiterpene	hydrocarbon	that	has	been	found	in	aphids	and	has	alarm	
pheromone and kairomonal attractant activities.1,2 It is produced by aphids in response to predator or 
parasite attack.1 trans-β-Farnesene	(0.2	ng)	induces	dispersion	of	50%	of	M. persicae aphids from a cluster. 
trans-β-Farnesene	(>2	μg)	also	acts	as	a	kairomone,	attracting	larvae	and	adults	of	A. bipunctata, a predator 
of aphids.2
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